
 

 

 

 
Science Knowledge Organiser—Evolution and Inheritance 

By the end of this unit, your child will be able to: 

• Identify inherited traits and adaptive traits. 

• Understand that adaptations are random muta-

tions.  

• Examine fossil evidence supporting the idea of 

evolution.  

• Identify the difference between selective and 

cross-breeding.  

Curriculum Objectives 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

            

 

    

Key Vocabulary/Terminology 

evolution Adaptation over a very long time. 

natural selection The process where organisms that are better 
adapted to their environment tend to survive 
and produce more offspring. 

 

fossil The remains or imprint of a prehistoric plant 
or animal, embedded in rock or preserved. 

 

adaptive traits Genetic features that help and living thing to 
survive. 

 

inherited traits These are traits you get from your parents. 
Within a family, you will often see similar 
traits, e,g, curly hair 

 

habitat Refers to a specific area of place in which particular 

animals and plants can live. 

Scientist in the Spotlight Mary Anning was an English 
fossil collector, dealer, and an 
expert of palaeontology (the 
study of extinct animal and 
plants). She became known 

across the globe for the dis-
coveries she made in Jurassic 
marine fossil beds in the cliffs 

along the English Channel. 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/lks2-all-about-extinct-animals-t-tp-7035
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/lks2-all-about-extinct-animals-t-tp-7035

